





THE PREDATORS

STOATS

There are many islands in Northern New Zealand that are now
predator-free, like Te Hauturu-o-Toi (Little Barrier) and the Poor
Knights Islands. They provide a safe place for seabirds to breed,
and lots of other native plants and animals benefit too.

Stoats can kill large
numbers of seabirds in a very
short time. A stoat incursion on a
pest-free island or in a sanctuary
is a serious concern.

CATS

Cats are capable of
killing birds as big
as albatrosses!

~ RATS

Rats can kills small
adult seabirds, and
will eat eggs and chicks. Rats and
stoats are both good swimmers, making them
an ongoing threat to our pest-free islands.

1 B
Plants can be pests too: spines
an introduced plant W ith S:a:?\' g:, gel
that can kill seabirds a5 : their purrows
through the vegetation t© _

Invasive species are a huge threat to seabirds
all over the world. Some seabirds are lucky to live on
predator-free islands, but the rest of us have to share

our homes with predators that we never met until
they were introduced by humans.

PlIGS

Wild pigs destroy
seabird burrows by
digging them up.
They will also eat the
birds they find inside.
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Ci : .
ha: EEs in the intensity and timing of
ainfall can cause slips and destroy
Seabird breeding habitat.

Climate change threatens our whole ecosystem by
altering the conditions we’ve evolved to thrive in. As well
as causing temperatures to rise, climate change means
extreme weather happens more often. It can have a direct o
impact by washing away our chicks in a big storm, or an e
indirect impact by making it harder for us to find food.

Landslides are particularly .
dangerous for seabirds tha ey
nest in burrows. i

OUR OCEANS ARE WARMING

Rising sea temperatures may impact where a seabird’s prey lives. A fish that \e
aa apy®
only survives in cooler waters may move further south and be replaced by a d gets disturbe b\eﬁ‘s
different fish species from tropical waters in the north. More frequent storms mean that the seabe “%his causes pro WinS-
SWells more often and the water gets MUf :ﬁe shags an eht
for seabirds that use eyesight to find Prey: "

This could make it harder for seabirds to find the right SN
food for them and their chicks, and they might need to
travel greater distances to find it.

Changing sea temperatures might also affect the
timing and location of events like phytoplankton
blooms - a vital link in the ocean food chain that
seabirds depend on.
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