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Recovery of forest ecosystems on Kawau Island 

Working towards a pest-free Kawau Island 

Operational update 

Auckland $ 
Council ~ 

Te Kaunihera o Tamaki Makaurau ~ 

Active efforts to remove wallabies and possums from Kawau Island are now underway, following several months of detailed planning and site preparation. 

Work began in February 2025 with the setup of critical infrastructure. This included reinstating the Department of Conservation's (DOC) temporary 
wallaby fence, installing a network of wildlife monitoring cameras, establishing an operational base, and coordinating the necessary equipment and 
logistics. 

Progress as of early May: 
132 wildlife cameras installed across the island and actively collecting data 
2.3 km of DOC wallaby fence reinstated, secured with over 2,000 ground pins 
Operational base fully established and resourced 
Over 200 hours logged by the field team 
393 km covered on foot 
Support from trained indicator dogs, thermal drones, wildlife cameras, and possum traps. 

Ground control operations have now begun at the southern end of the island, starting on public conservation land and gradually expanding into private 
properties. Although most fieldwork is carried out at night, the team has been rewarded with sightings of Kawau Island's native wildlife. 

Check out this image of a North Island Brown Kiwi captured by one of the field cameras installed on the island: 



The team's current focus is on Block 1 (see map below). Once work there is complete, efforts will shift to Blocks 2 and 3. In June, possum specialist 
Cameron Grey and his trained detection dog Nesha will begin targeted possum removal, followed by verification to ensure Block 1 is pest-free. 

Subject to permit approval and monitoring outcomes, targeted toxins will be used to support hunting and this is expected to begin in June. Toxins will be 
applied only in clearly defined areas where high numbers of wallabies and possums have been confirmed . Pre-feeding with non-toxic bait will occur 
beforehand, and rodenticides may be used in bait stations to minimise interference from rats. 

All residents and landowners will be notified in advance of any toxin application, including specific timing and locations, and will be informed once any 
uneaten bait is removed. 
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https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/environment/what-we-do-to-help-environment/our-biodiversity-projects/Documents/pest-free-kawau-island-information-landowners-occupiers.pdf
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/environment/what-we-do-to-help-environment/our-biodiversity-projects/Documents/pest-free-kawau-island-information-landowners-occupiers.pdf
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/environment/what-we-do-to-help-environment/our-biodiversity-projects/Documents/pest-free-kawau-island-information-landowners-occupiers.pdf
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